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Pushkin had most of our delegation to dinner last nightman 
took me upstairs to his study after dinner for two and one- 
'half hours talk alone. He strongly claimed Soviets want truly 
neutral independent Laos and ready come to agreement with us 
not only to assure establishment Souvanna and neutral govern- 
ment but maintain after election. In reply my direct questions 
he said Soviets could and would control North Viet-Nam and^ 
f continue support Souvanna against possible Pa the t. Lao politica 
* or military aggression. I asked "what kind of neutrality. , e 
r eplied~"yo _ urkThd' 1 "and pointed to Finland. I asked how long, 
suggesting five years. He replied “longer". La os cou ld be 
last count ry, to,, succumb to Communism. I commented that Kirushc ev 
had promised me and my guests, in New York that US would be the 
last . He then amended his statement with a smile to Laos should 

be next to last". 


He described role Soviets contemplate for co-chairmen. Soviets 
to police Communist bloc to assure adherence agreement, whereas 

British should police. He ^oESfoNffioSfffllS COPY IS 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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suspicious of Thailand and South Viet -Nam. Co-chairmen, he 
said, should supplement ICC and could be really effective. 

He admitted terms Soviet draft would have_to..be....altered to 

avoid our complaint co-chairmen cou ld ve to ICC action. He 

saidTSovietf' 'objective was to make agreement so effective in ■ 
Laos ICC would have as little to do after first period as in 
Cambodia. He said we had difficult friends, meaning Sarit and 
Diem not fully supported by people. I pointed to Soviet 
greater difficulty with Ulbricht and also North Viet -Nam, who- 
wanted to use Laos as a corridor to penetrate South Viet-Nam 
•and Thailand. He reiterated North Viet-Nam ready to live up 
to agreement with us if reached. Soviets could guarantee 
that. Also Pathet Lao. Pushkin offered to bring us together 
with Vongvichit to talk over Pathet Lao future policies if I 
w.shed to hear attitude at first hand. I said I might want to 


on my return. 


I felt him out on why not settle hostilities between two , 

Viet-Nams, accepting division with peaceful relations between 
then. He agreed this might be desirable but beyond his / 

authority to discuss* 

* 

He gave me Soviet version of history recent events Laos. 

There had been no Russian in Laos before October. last year, 
"military?" , I asked. He replied, no Russian civilian or 
military". When Thailand shut off supplies to Laos, Souvanna 
first asked Soviets for rice and sugar which were supplied. 
Military support came after Phoumi 's plans for coup threatened. 
Then Soviets gave highest priority to shipment and had hoped _ 
Souvanna could hold Vientiane against Phoumi. Sut, he claimed, 
Thai military personnel and our advisers prevented that. There 
after, Soviet poured in military supplies. He did not deny. 
Viet-Minh help. Phoumi' s forces were thus beaten. Now Soviets 
were serious in desiring peaceful solution. He fully accepted 
President Kennedy's change in policy towards neutrals in 
general and Laos in particular. 


Qs 


/I explained 


'Veer 
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L2ll* ine J ° b i eCtive my talks with Souvanna was to reach 
understanding he could rely on West equally as Communist 

JL? n ° no less * Also understanding regarding inte- 

TorclT “pa-St 7 ! S *?? ^ idatioa private Pathet Lao 

sorbed'in^ ?° *? 1 aS Ph0mi would have to be ab- 

He accepted ££ ? n< : Utral S ° vernment o£ Souvanna. 

accep ed this as conforming to Soviet policy T also 

explained unity government should have competent neutral 

~or es - He “** ™ direcc c ™ c 'u t 

In reply to my question, he said Soviets wanted Laos spt-t-i* 

mane regardless of Berlin developments . S Sa “ le ’ 

* 

fo^le^f co-ctailSf W " rdla * P “ hkln Pr °f° sal 

g™nts°aTlhS S t C Se S “ n ° f *“* •«* ***«« 
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